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Synopsis

This new fourth edition tells the story of Buddhism’s origins and its development into three major
schools of thought. It explores the concept of the ’socially enlightened Buddhist’; the growth and
practice of Buddhism in America and the recent revival of Buddhism in Asia as well as giving an

overall view of the faith.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 7-12-- These two titles follow the pattern of other titles in this series, and provide a detailed
and quite comprehensive discussion of the religion and its influence on culture and history. The
Hooblers show how the beliefs and writings of Confucius and his followers were codified into
elaborate rules and rituals throughout Chinese history and how Confucius became defied by many
in the process. They discussthe different schools of thought and practice, and their spread into other
Eastern countries, particularly Japan and Korea. Finally, the authors describe how Mao and the
communist regime set out to destroy both the religion’s influence and its heritage. Wangu begins
with an introduction to Buddhism today, discussing its ability to coexist and comingle with other
religions in the East. He then describes Buddha’s life; how the religion spread beyond India’s
borders; its multiple varieties; its effect on literature and the arts; and its rites, festivals, and religious

observances. Both titles are illustrated with black-and-white reproductions and photographs. They



are clearly written, but the amount of detail may overwhelm students with no background in the
subjects. --Jane Gardner Connor, South Carolina State Library, ColumbiaCopyright 1993 Reed

Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an alternate Hardcover edition.

"...provide[s] a detailed and quite comprehensive discussion of the religion and its influence on

culture and history." - School Library Journal" --This text refers to an alternate Hardcover edition.

An easy read and simple explanation.

This book covers the history, spread and influence of Buddhism in a concise clear and complete
manner. As a Buddhist | can get lost in the various beliefs and how they relate to Christianity. This
book clearly explains the important elements and how they relate to contemporary life. | read every

word, and will refer to it when | get lost in the deeper teachings- it will re-focus me.

| loved this book! My daughter brought it home as a text book. | have read a lot of books about
Buddhism, but most dive into the teachings, and this book gave a great deal of context, which |

really appreciated.

it is interesting st first but failed to elaborate more on the story of how buddhism came about
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